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Rakyat diminta terus patuh SOP

Putrajaya: Kebenaran diberikan
kepada pusat pelancongan dan hi-
buran, aktiviti riadah serta pra-
sekolah beroperasi mulai hari ini,
adalah sebahagian pendekatan
negara ini dalam pembukaan se-
mula ekonomi secara terkawal
dan tersusun.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata penularan kes COVID-19
dalam komuniti negara ini dilihat
terkawal, walaupun kerajaan su-
dah membenarkan beberapa sek-

tor ekonomi dan hex_"operasi se- -

penuhiya sebelum ini.

Katanya, perkembangan positif
berkenaan membuktikan ‘pemu-
lihan' negara untuk mengimba-
ngi nyawa rakyat dan mata pen-
carian sudah bermula dengan pe-
laksanaan Prosedur Operasi Stan-
dard (SOP) yang ditetapkan ke-
Tajaan.

“Pematuhan kepada SOP ini pa-
ling utama dalam memastikan kes
COVID-19 di negara ini terus ber-
kurang, memandangkan lebih ba-
nyak subsektor akan dibuka esolk
(hari ini).

“Kerjasama orang ramai amat
diperlukan oleh kerajaan bagi me-

mutuskan rantaian penularan
COVID-19 di Malaysia.

“Justeru, kita berharap orang
ramai tidak alpa dengan trend
penurunan kes COVID-19 di ne-
gara ini.

“Sebaliknya, kita perlu lebih
berwaspada serta mematuhi SOP
dan mengamalkan langkah pen-
cegahan pada setiap masa.

“Kerjasama semua pihak ada-
lah amat penting untuk kita sa-
ma-sama memutuskan rantaian
penularan jangkitan COVID-19 di
negara ini,” katanya dalam ke-
nyataan, semalam.

Aktiviti dibenarkan mulai 1 Juiai
* Pawagam * Prasekolah,
+ Teater TABIKA, TASKA
= Acara langsung * Pusat spa,
* Kolam renang refleksolog,
awam, persendirian. urut kaki
hotel ¢ Ibadat korban
* Taman tema, = Mesyuarat,

taman tema air
Majlis sosial,
termasuk
perkahwinan, akad
nilah, pertunangan,
tahlil, ulang tahun,
hari lahir &

seminar, kursus,
persidangan
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Tiada jangkitan
babit warga asing

Hanya dua
kes baharu
dicatatkan
semalam

Oleh Lugman Arif Abdul Karim
dan Noor Atigah Sulaiman
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Hanya dua kes
baharu jangkitan COVID-19 dike-
san di negara ini semalam, se-
lepas mencatatkan angka harian
sama pada 10 Jun lalu.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata pertambahan dua jang-
kitan baharu itu menjadikan ku-
mulatif COVID-19 di Malaysia kini
berjumlah 8,639 kes.

Beliau berkata, pada masa sa-
ma, 20 kes pulih sepenuhnya dan
dibenarkan keluar wad semalam,
menjadikan kes aktif dengan ke-
bolehjangkitan kini 164 kes, ter-
masuk empat dirawat dalam Unit
Rawatan Rapi (ICU) dengan satu
memerlukan bantuan pernafa-

san.

“Dua kes baharu membabitkan
warga tempatan, masing-masing
satu kes penularan dalam negara,
manakala satu lagi kes import.

“Kes penularan dalam negara
itu dikesan di Hospital Kota Be-
lud, Sabah melalui saringan
prarujukan yang dijalankan ter-
hadap pesakit. Tiada penularan
dalam kalangan bukan wargane-
gara hari ini (semalam),” katanya
menerusi kenyataan semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, tiada
pertambahan kematian berkaitan
COVID-19 dilaporkan semalam,

menjadikan kumulatif kes kema-
tian COVID-19 di Malaysia kekal
sebanyak 121 kes selama 16 hari
berturut-turut, mewakili 1.40 pe-
ratus daripada jumlah keseluru-
han kes.

Mengulas mengenai kes sem-
buh, Dr Noor Hisham berkata, 20
kes pulih dan dibenarkan discaj
semalam, menjadikan kumulatif
pulih sepenuhnya 8,354 atau 96.7
peratus daripada jumlah keselu-
ruhan kes.

Katanya, sejak Perintah Kawa-
lan Pergerakan Bersyarat (PKPP)
dilaksanakan pada 10 Jun sehing-
ga kini, kumulatif kes harian ada-
lah 303.

“Jika dilihat pada taburan kes
harian sepanjang pelaksanaan
PKPP ia dalam lingkungan satu
hingga dua angka. Ini membuk-
tikan ‘pemulihan’ negara sudah
bermula. Pemulihan ini dari segi

&

Jika dilihat pada
taburan kes harian

sepanjang pelaksanaan

PKPP, ia dalam lingkungan
satu hingga dua angka. Ini
membuktikan ‘pemulihan’

negara sudah bermula.
Pemulihan ini dari segi
mengimbangi nyawa dan
mata pencarian rakyat.

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan

mengimbangi nyawa dan mata
pencarian rakyat,” katanya.
Sementara itu, beliau mengi-
ngatkan rakyat agar tidak alpa
dengan trend penurunan kes CO-
VID-19 di negara ini, sebaliknya
lebih berwaspada dengan mema-
tuhi prosedur operasi standard
(SOP) serta mengamalkan lang-
kah pencegahan setiap masa.
“Seperti dinyatakan Ketua Pen-

garah Pertubuhan Kesihatan Se-
dunia (WHO), Dr Tedros Adha-
nom, menerusi taklimat maya,
pandemik COVID-19 di dunia ma-
sih belum berakhir.

“Malah secara global, kes pan-
demik ini semakin meningkat. Be-
liau turut memberi amaran ba-
hawa situasi COVID-19 di seluruh
dunia dijangkakan semakin me-
larat,” katanya.
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Kuala Lumpur Hanya dua
kes baharu Covid-19 dengan
tiada pertambahan kemati-
an direkodkan semalam.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-
tan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah berkata, pertam-
bahan dua kes itu menja-
dikan jumlah kumulatif Co-
vid-19 di Malaysia sebanyak
8,639 kes dengan jumlah kes
aktif dan kebolehjangkitan
104.

“Dua kes baharu itu mem-
babitkan satu kes import
yang mendapat jangkitan di
luar negara manakala satu
lagi kes adalah penularan
dalam negara iaitu kes sa-
ringan prarujukan di Hos-
pital Kota Belud, Sabah.

“Kedua-dua kes ini mem-
babitkan warga Malaysia
dan tiada penularan dalam
kalangan warga asing hari
ini,” katanya, semalam.

Katanya, setakat jam 12
tengah hari semalam, se-

s

banyak 20 kes pulih dila-
porkan sekali gus menjadi-
kan jumlah kumulatifnya
8,354 kes atau 96.7 peratus.

“Kini, ada empat individu
dirawat di Unit Rawatan Ra-
pi (ICU) dengan seorang
memerlukan bantuan per-
nafasan,” katanya. -

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
seperti diumumkan Menteri
Kanan (Kluster Keselama-
tan) pada 26 Jun lalu, be-
berapa subsektor pelanco-
ngan, pusat hiburan, aktiviti
riadah dan prasekolah akan
dibuka hari ini.

“Ini adalah sebahagian
daripada pendekatan nega-
ra dalam pembukaan semu-

Hanya 2 k

Dua kes baharu itu
membabitkan satu kes
import yang mendapat-
Jjangkitan di luar negara
manakala satu lagi kes
adalah penularan
dalam negara iaitu kes
saringan prarujukan

di Hospital Kota Belud,
Sabah”

Dr Noor Hisham

la pelbagai sektor ekonomi
secara terkawal dan tersu-
Sunm.

“Dalam pada itu, peman-
tauan kes, kluster dan pe-
mantauan Covid-19 masih
dijalankan untuk memasti-
kan penularan wabak ini da-
lam komuniti dikesan se-
gera,” katanya.

Katanya, sejak Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan Pemu-
lihan (PKPP) mula dikuat-
kuasakan pada 10 Jun lalu
hingga semalam, jumlah
kumulatif kes harian adalah
303 kes.

“lika dilihat pada taburan
kes harian sepanjang pelak-
sanaan PKPP, ia adalah da-

es baharu Covid-19

w

lam lingkungan satu hingga
dua angka.

“Kebanyakan sektor eko-
nomi sudah dibuka dan se-
dang beroperasi sepenuh-
nya, namun demikian pe-
nularan kes dalam komuniti
adalah terkawal. Ini mem-
buktikan ‘pemulihan’ nega-
ra sememangnya sudah ber-
mula.

“Pemulihan ini adalah da-
ripada segi mengimbangi
nyawa dan mata pencarian
rakyat,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, meman-
dangkan lebih banyak sub
sektor dibuka hari ini, ker-
jasama orang ramai adalah
amat diperlukan kerajaan
untuk sama-sama memu-
tuskan rantaian penularan
Covid-19 di Malaysia.

“Seperti yang dinyatakan
oleh Ketua Pengarah Per-
tubuhan Kesihatan Sedunia
(WHO), Dr Tedros Adhanom
dalam sebuah taklimat se-
cara maya, pandemik Co-

vid-19 di dunia masih belum

berakhir.

“Secara global, kes Co-
vid-19 ini sebenarnya se-
makin meningkat dan be-
liau juga memberi amaran
situasi pandemik ini di se-
luruh dunia dijangka akan
semakin melarat,” kata-
nya.
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Kuala Lumpur: Setiap dua AZh ‘ kt -
minggu menderma plasma £ i Ia’t :a { l

lerma darah

darah dan setiap tiga bulan . : :

pula akan menderma darah  untuk menderma plasma platelet dan apheresis. Jadi, pesakit kanser, amafelia,
di Pusat Darah Negara - darah. Manakala, derma “apabila nak derma holeh denggi dan bermacam lagi’
(PDN). darah pula setiap tiga tengok mana keperluan PDN.  katanya. :

Itulah yang dilakukan ~ * bulan,” katanya.  Untuk'saya, kadang-kadang ~ Azhan berkata, orang
pelakon popular, Azhan Menurut Azhan, sel buat apheresis, ; ramai yang menjadi
Rani, 44, yang suka darah manusia yang kadang-kadang platelet. penderma darah harus
menderma darah untuk mempunyai darah merah - “Tindakan saya : konsisten melakukannya
membantu orang lain yang  dan plasma sangat . menderma plasma darah supaya PDN mempunyai
memerlukan. digalakkan untuk ; ! 1ini kerana banyak stok yang cukup.

“Saya suka menderma diderma. . : kegunaannya. Azhan yang popular
darah, Apatah lagi darah = “Plasma : Contoh seperti  dengan watak Ustaz Syed
yang didermakan itu holeh . darah yang _Setiap dua ‘membantu Hamadi dalam drama
‘membantu mengelamﬁﬂ.(%’ didermakan minggu Azhan orang yang  bersiri Nur dan Nur 2 mula
nyawa orang lain, ‘Hﬂ terbahagi derma plasma terbakar,  terbabit dengan aktiviti

“Sudah menjadi rutin ~  kepada darah kulit ~  menderma darah sejak
saya setiap dua minggu dua iaitu ; ~melecur, 2010 hingga kini. ]
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Malaysia catat dua kes baharu Covid-19

K'eduawdua kes
positif itu melibatkan
rakyat tempatan

Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH

Sabah,” katanya da-
lam satu kenyataan
di sini semalam.
Menurutnya,
pertambahan kes
tersebut menjadikan
jumlah kumulatif

W daripada jumlah
keseluruhan kes,”
katanya.
Menurutnya, ter-
dapat 20 kes yang
telah pulih dan di-
benarkan discaj se-

Kes Positif
Positive cases

2

Pecahan Kes Baharu 30.umz020
Jangkitan COVID-19 Malaysia
DETAILS OF NEW CAEES.COWD-IQWMAMYSM

TUAN MUHAMAD ADNAN  positif Covid-19 malam,
. meningkat. kbpaﬁﬂ “Jumlah kumu- Kes tempatan Kes mpart R
8,639 kes. latif kes yang telah o
FUREAIAYA “Oleh itu, jum- pulih sepenuhnya 1 ::::z‘;:d“"
: lah kes aktif dengan adalah 8,354 kes baharu positif
ementerian Kesihat-  kebolehjangkitan pr yoor HisnAm bersamaan dengan ke Covid-19
an Malaysia (KKM) Covid-19 adalah g 96.7 peratus daripa- Tobaind oo, “a";‘"’"‘
merekodkan dua kes 164 kes” katanya, - da jumlah keseluruhan kes.” B
baharu posiﬁf koro- 7 Beliau ].JBIk?ta, pesalqtyang katanya. i x melibatkan
navirus (Covid-19) semalam, dirawat di unit rawatan rapi Sementara itu, Dr Noor His- satu kes
masing-masing  melibatkan  (ICU) sebanyak empat kes ter-  ham menyeru orang ramai su- Import dan
satu kes import dan penularan  Masuk seorang yang memerlu-  paya sentiasa mematuhi prose- by Lo penyiarn
tempatan. kan bantuan pernafasan. dur operasi standard (SOP) yang
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, “Dimaklumkan bahawa tia-  ditetapkan susulan beberapa  bih berwaspada serta mematuhi “Memandangkan lebih ba-
Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdul-  da pertambahan kes kematian  sub-sektor pelancongan, pusat-  SOP dan mengamalkan lang-  nyak sub-sektor akan dibuka
lah berkata, kedua-dua kes ter-  berkaitan Ft_md—l? dilaporkan  pusat hiburan, aktiviti riadah  kah-langkah pencegahan pada  pada esok (hari ini), kerjasama
sebut membabitkan rakyattem-  pada hari ini (semalam). ~ dan pra sekolah akan dibuka  sefiap masa,” katanya. orang ramai adalah amat diper-
patan. : “Justeru, jumlah kumulatif  semula bermula semalam. Menurutnya, pematuhan . lukan oleh kerajaan untuk sama-
“Kes penularan di dalam kes kematian Covid-19 di Ma- “Kita seharusnya tidak alpa ~ SOP merupakan kunci utama  samakita memutuskan rantaian
negara adalah kes saringan pra-  laysia adalah kekal 121 kesber-  dengan trend penurunan kes  dalam memastikan kes Co-  penularan Covid-19 di Malay-
rujukan di Hospital Kota Belud, ~ Samaan dengan 1.40 peratus  Covid-19, sebaliknya perlu le-  vid-19 terus berkurangan. sia,” kata beliau.
SITUASI TERKINI'KES COVID-19 DI MALAYSIA SETAKAT SEMALAM
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COVID-19 BATTLE

HEALTH D-G REMINDER: STAY VIGIL

WHO chief warns
that Covid-19 global
cases are actually
speeding up’

NOR AIN MOHAMED RADHI
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Health Ministry has
“called on Malaysians not
to be complacent with
the dwindling new
Covid-19 cases in the country.
Instead, the public must re-
main vigilant and abide by the
standard operating procedures
(SOPs) as outlined by the min-
istry and take preventive mea-
sures at all times, said Health di-
rector-general Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah.
He said with more sectors set to
reopen starting today, public co-
operation was crucial in the

country’s efforts to break the
Covid-19 transmission chain.

“To ensure a smooth recovery
process, the government has es-
tablished SOPs for (various) sec-
tors and sub-sectors.

“High compliance of these
SOPs is paramount in ensuring
that new Covid-19 cases continue
to decline,” he said yesterday.

On this note, Dr Noor Hisham
highlighted World Health Organ-
isation chief Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus’s warning, made
during a virtual briefing, that
Covid-19 global cases were “ac-
tually speeding up”.

He quoted Ghebreyesus as say-
ing: “We all want this to be over.
We all want to get on with our
lives. But the hard reality is this is
nat even close to being over.”

Dr Noor Hisham said although
most sectors of the economy
were reopened and fully-opera-
tional, the spread of Covid-19
within the community remained
under control.

“This proves that the country’s

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

recovery has alfeady begun.
Nonetheless, Covid-19 monitor-
ing and surveillance are still on-
going to ensure early detection.”
1t was reported the government
had begun reopening various
sectors in stages, including
preschools and kindergartens;
cinemas and theatres; recre-
ational activities at swimming
pools and theme parks from to-
day, along with wedding cere-
monies and birthday parties.

On case updates, Dr Noor
Hisham said Malaysia recorded
two new Covid-19 cases up to
noon vesterday, bringing the tally
to 8,639 cases nationwide.

He said both cases involved
Malaysians, with one locally
transmitted and another was an
imported case.

“The locally transmitted case
was detected during a pre-
surgery screening at Kota Belud
Hospital in Sabah, while another
one, involved a returnee coming
back from abroad,” he said.

Dr Noor Hisham also said the

an
|
i

Ll TR ezai- v:A
3
el

number of active cases stood at
164, adding that 20 more patients
had recovered and been dis-
charged from hospitals, bringing
the current rate of recoveries at
96.7 per cent (8,354 cases).

ANT

The swimming pool at Bangsar Sports ampfex,n Kuala Lumpur is
open to the public from today onwards. PIC BY ROHANIS SHUKRI

“Four patients are being treated
at the intensive care unit, with
one placed on ventilator support,
There is no death recorded today,
keeping the death toll at 121 (14
per cent),” he said.

1 JULAI 2020
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Health DG: War against virus far from over

By JOSEPH KAOS Jr
joekausjr@ﬂ'restar.cmm

PUTRAJAYA: The declining num-
. ber uflinfectinns in the country
should notlull Malaysians into com-
placency about precautions
against Covid-19, says Health direc-
; mﬁeneral Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
Ab
He quoted Dr Tedros Adhanom,
. the World Health Organisation
(WHO) director-general, who said
on Mcmd% “We all want this to he
aver. We

‘want to get on with our

Tives, But the hard reality is this is
not even close to being over.” °

Dr Noor Hisham noted that the
pandemic ‘was growing in other
countries. ¥

Thus, he said the public must

continue to comply with the minis-
‘ry’s Covid-19 standard

operating
procedure (SOP). ;

His advice came amid M it
recording only two more new infec-
tions in the past 24 hours.

One of them just returned from
Egypt, while another case was
detected at Kota Belud Hospital in
Sabah during a health screening.

“Since the recovery movement
conirol order (MCO) was enforced
on June 10, there have been a total

“of 303 cases.

‘Looking at the daily numbeér of

cases, they are only within one or -

two digits.
“With most economic sectors reo-
pening, the transmission of cases

within the community is under con-
trol. This shows that the country is

on the road to

“But the Covid-19 pandemic has
not ended. In fact, the number of
mig g‘lah%yhasheen increasing

“Hence, the ministry is urging the
public not to be complacent despite
fewer Covid-19 cases in Malaysia.

“Instead, we must be more
lant and continue to comply with
the SOP and practise preventive
measures at all times,” Dr Noor

Hisham said in a staternent yester-

day. 2 ; ]
On Monday, Senior Minister

Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob-
. announced that theme . parks and
pre-schools could resume opera-

tions from today, subject to strict

compliance with the SOP.

“Considering that more sub-sec-
tors will be reopening from July 1, it
is vital that the public cooperate
and adhere to the SOP so that we
can hreak the chain of infections in
Malaysia,” said Dr Noor Hisham.

‘Cumulatively, Malaysia has 8,639
Covid-19 cases. Out of that, 8,354
patients or 96.7% have recovered.

The number of Covid-19 deaths
has remained at 121 for the 16th .
day in a row. : ;

There are now 164 aclive cases
remaining * at health [facilities
nationwide. :

Four patients are being treated
in the intensive care unit with one
of them requiring ventilator sup-
10 A :

: in phases from June 15.
the

Noor Azmi:
Two-shift
system aims
to lighten .
staff load

KUALA LUMPUR: The two
shift-system at selected government
clinics in the coun meant to
lighten the burden of staff at these
facilities, says Deputy Health Minis-
ter I Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali.
He said there were government
clinics operating on extended hours
until 10pm.
“The staff might be able to file
claims, but they would have less
time for themselves and their fami-
lies,” he said yesterday.

* He said the shift system was cre-
ated to ensure that social distancing
was ohserved in the clinics, adding
that the system was only imple-
mented in clinics with enough staff.

Asurveyhy the Malaysian Medical
Assaciation from May 22-28
revealed that 92% of 9,320 Health
Ministry employees in various cate-
gories disagreed with the new shift
system that was being implemented

From survey, 84% said this
‘would increase their workload and
89% said it would increase worlcre-
lated stress and lead to burnout.

But Dr Noor Azmi said there were
no problems with the system and
that it had been implemented well.
'~ He told orters this after
attending gy mlmequgshpresemaum
CEremony nline shopping plat-
g:;m wpee to the MMAI-'ougda-
*tion

'Ihjeshggpmmﬂurmhad raised
RM699,830 in online donations for
front line healthcare workers hat-
tling Covid-19 via the Shopee MMA
‘Covid-19 Fund launched in April.

The fund atiracted over 32,000
donars over the three-month period
sin‘t‘:'ev its launch.

e will work on identifying
front line healthcare workers in
need of support and ensure that
they receive help,” said MMAF pres-
ident Datuk R Doratsingam Pillai
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Two-shift system to ease
workload at health clinics

RUANGAN

* BY RAJVINDER SINGH : fa = . o infection,” h
newsdesk@hesundatl.com ¢ Implementationwill depend onsufficient — Jiending te Shopes MAth Covia:
Kﬁm il e Staff to roste;.' says deputy health minister ;iess_t::dna?r. presentation ceremony

has decided to introduce a shift
system at health clinics to ease the
burden on health workers, said
Deputy Health Minister Datuk Noor
Azmi Ghazali. 2

He said the shift system will only
be implemented at clinics that are
overcrowded, with the aim of
creating social distancing among
patients.

“Implementation will depend on
whether the clinics have enough
staff to work two shifts, The problem
with overcrowded clinics is that
medical staff have to work up to
10pm to clear the backlog of
patients””

Noor Azmi said there are times
when two or three doctors have to
share one examination raom to see
different patients.

He said such a scenario has to be
avoided to enable social distancing

to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus.

The shift system will also allow
health workers to spend time with
their families, he added.

- Noor Azmi said the system has
been implemented at the Putrajaya
health clinic as well as one in
Pahang. z

The Malaysian Medical
Association (MMA) has urged the
Health Ministry to conduct a

detailed study on the shift system at
all

government clinics  before
implementing such a move,

MMA president Dr
N. Ganabaskaran said the ministry
should first address staffing and
infrastructure  issues  without
compromising healthcare, as well as
engage more with stakeholders,

He said there was an acute
shortage of doctors, nurses and
other support staff at healthcare
facilities in the country, including
government clinics.

Ganabaskaran said under the
two-shift system, there will be fewer
healthcare workers per shift due to
the shortage.

One shiftwill be from 8am to 5pm
and the other from 12.30pm to
9.30pm.

Noor Azmi also advised the
public to be more  vigilant in
observing the standard operating
procedures to . avoid Covid-19

ection.

“Given that more economic
sectors will be opened, social
distancing will play an important
role in preventing the spread of the

He lauded both parties for
working together to raise nearly
RM700,000 to help frontline health
workers,

Ganabaskaran said on top of the
RM700,000 the MMA raised with
Shopee, it has collected another
RM100,000 through a donation

drive. The target set by MMA is RM1 .

ion.

Of the sum raised, RM100,000
will be used to build a childcare
centre at the Putrajaya Hospital to
ease the burden of frontline workers
with children.

Another RM100,000 will be spent
on tents to create more space at
government health clinics.

Ganabaskaran said some of the
money will also be used to help
frontline health workers facing
financial problems and fun

expenses.

 Billto mitigate
Covid-19 impact -

KUALA LUMPUR: The government
is drafting a “Temporary Measures
Bill" to mitigate the social and
economic impact of the Covid-19
pandemic, International Trade and
Industry - Minister Datuk  Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali said yesterday.

He said that as engagement w’irlh
the public is crucial, an online
consultation platform, managed by
the Malaysia Productivity
Corporation, has been set up.

“As there is a silver lining in every
cloud, we should turn a erisis into an
opportunity by seizing the emerging
trends to mitigate the pandemic and
find enablers for quality investment,
and fast-track our digitalisation
agenda across the board,” he said at

. the launch of the National
Productivity Report 2020,

Mohamed Azmin said the
government's incremental measures
in dealing with the pandemic leading
to the latest stage, namely the
recovery movement order, have
borne productive results and it must
not lose sight of the imperatives of
protecting lives as well as livelihoods.

This is amid a higher
unemployment rate at 3.5%,
reflecting the severity of the
pandemic which has caused
disruption and  closures  of
businesses, cut off the supply chain
and resulted in financial losses due
to the movement control order.

‘While business concerns should
lewmageP on technglogy and

< au and
digitalisation should also forge
ahead. Employability of the
workforce should be enhanced with
reskilling arid upskilling initiatives
‘urgently  initiated to reduce
dependency on foreign labour, he
added. = Bernama -
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Two new Covid cases, no death

PETALING JAYA: Only two new cases of
Covid-19 were reported as of noon yesterday.

Of the two, one is an imported case.

The Health Ministry also announced in its
official Facebook page that there were no
fatalities, leaving the death toll at 121.

With the additional cases, there are now
164 active cases while the national tally has
reached 8,639. ;

Of the new cases, one is a Sabahan who
was infected locally and the other is a man
from Selangor who has just returned from

Egypt.

Yesterday, 20 patients were discharged,

bringing the total number of those who have
recovered to 8,354.

Health director-general Datuk Seri: Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said in a statement
later that four patients are still in intensive
care and one of them requires a ventilator.

He said the nation’s recovery from the
pandemic has already begun.

“Since the recovery movement control
order was put in place on June 10, there has
been only 303 new cases.

“The daily increase in the number of cases
has remained in the low double or single
digits. Most economic sectors have opened
and are operating at full capacity, yet the
transmission rate is still under control”

Noor Hisham said this proved that the
country is already recovering from the
pandemic, but stressed this is seen in terms of
balancing saving lives and livelihood.

. He ended the statement by citing: World
Health Organisation chief Dr Tedros
Adhanom's remark: “We all want this to be
over. We all want to get on with our lives. But

- the hard reality is this is not even close to

being over”
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